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and kee, 2 4 we aiſcern in a 2 4 
tion of various Creatures that inhabit this 4 
- Barth, are ſuch a Proof of a Deity, that a* 
| Man eaſonably doubt whether he exiſts. him 
ſelf ag call itrqueſtion * Being of a God. Now next, | 
to the Acknowledgment of a Deity, is the owning that 
the ſame excelignt Being governs the World ; 8 
isa neceſſary CMecklon betwixt the Belief of a Co-dd AY 
and a eee Tis as unreaſonable to think that „ 
all things World happen by Chance, as to affirm | | 
that a ortpitous Concourſe of Atoms ſtretch'd forth the F |! 
Heavens, and laid the Foundations of the Earth. aa 
te Power and Wildom of an ifvilible Deity are mani- 
ſelted by th thihgs that are made, ſo are the ſame Per. 
tions | wondertully diſplay'd in the Government of the 
| (ame. things : one Branch of which Divine Adminiſtra- 
tion conſiſts in preſerving the Creatures that are form'd, 
4 being impolable.they. ſhould have any Principle . 
delf ubliſieace independent on their firſt Cauſe; for tis in 1 *. 
compatible with the nature of a Creature to be indepen- 
dent. Now as the unlimited Power of God is neceſſary 
0 1 all * ſo is his * Wiſdom to direct and 
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lt * 42% tures, may very well 
U Aci; yet rapprobnd that the Mighty "At 


$M a diſptay*d in behalf of the. Church. F For ths 


2 the moſt learned and judicious Interpreters agree. 


"if A Thankfgivitg; Pe” 


guide em. Tis not ſullen N 

à wiſe and a powerful Dei olds " Reins of 
_ Government ; all the — and-all their Actions 
ww * under che wiſe and rightcous Manage of 
Heaven. 1 

Tc gocceſs can attend the Aﬀaitvef 2 4 private Perſon | 
or the Arms of a publick Community, but "is Owing 
to the Influence of Providence: 80 that the Victorie 
_ forme People attribute to the Favours of Fortune, Rea. 
_ Jon it ſelf directs us to aſcribe to the Hand of God, and 
' Ragmmber them among thoſe Mighty Ads the Royal ; 
Ffalmiſt ſpeaks of in the Text, and for which he exhorrs Yo 

us to praiſe God, _ . 
For tho God's re n g the bel 1 of the 
"Word, and furniſhing je with noble alid'txcellent Crea- | 
accounted amongſt his %, 


Chance but 


3 mention d 
_ in the Text does bom cipally refer lee Tyrprizing Oc- | 

_ *currtnces in the Divine Oecono ein the Wil 
dom, Power and Goodneſs of ( 


has been moſt emi- . 


Plalmiſt had in the Verſe before the Text a that 
wee ſhould praiſe God in the Firmament of bis Power, 
ie. for the Works of Creation, whereof Heaven is the 
chief: he then immediately ſubjoins, Praſſe bim for li, 
_ Miphby Acts; i. e. hisProvidential AQ: in Which ſenſe 


' The Obſervation I deſign to ſpeak to from the Wor: i 


is this. vix. | 
- That the Mighty As God el ron tt in thy 
urſe of his Provides on the behalf of his Pcops | 


* em under very great Obligations to praiſe [jb 
ff in Dru tothis — it willt DG 
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© . 2 T9 3 ©, 
1 WP af + 4 1 "i ; 1 ; Ks 
N | ” : . 5 - be © | 
8 ; "& L : | : . A 7 1 8 
$ * . . : 
4 8 1 
4 


OD 2 ͤ 


Fach 4 Septemb 7. 1 1764 


| 4 To lay down ſome iminary Propoſitions 
E 1 way of Piklinction tier! with re- 


fe * the Mighty Acts of Divine Providence. | 4 | 
Secondly, — 9 you what is comprehended in 7 

QUE 1 
5 nch To iſcourſe of the great Obligations we 0 
re under to praiſe God for the Mighty Ads of bis 


| 

| 

f Provide e. . cM | 
 Fourthh, To improve the Whole ſutable. & the | LI 0 
an Oy: INTO Occaſi on 0 our preſeag' * g i [! 


Fi Tan ker down "I CT N 
tions V Way. of Diſtinction and Explication, with re- 
ſpect td the Mi ighty Ads of Divine Providence; which, 
may be conſider'd as Common, Miracalows, and Special. 5 , 

1. There are the Common Acts of Divine Frou 10 | 4 
d̃ence, which we ought not to paſs over without ſtrict 
_ Obſervations® mean thoſe that have occur'd in every 


Ag ſince the ( Ercation of the World, and do ever Ap "EE 4 1 
ord atze kor Inquiry and Notice: Such 1 „ 
"oo Motion of the Heavenly Bodies in a due Diſtance, if 
ſo as nat to depopulate the. Earth, and render it unfruit : 
' ful; the! orderly” Succeſſion of Seed-time and Harveſt, Ay Gen.8.2 2 4 
Cold, a Hear, F Summer and Winter, of Day and 1 
"Nie „t. Theſe all proclaim the Perfeftions of the God. _ 
hed and are a. Demonſtration of a Divine 8 wa 
deny. And I obſerve, the Royal Pfalmiſt recites the like Pal. OY 
; Inſtances as Prooſs of a Providence. How ſoon- would 
the Hara a of the Creation be broken, and this bea - 

tiful World turn'd into a deform'd Chaos; did. not God 
by his irreſiſtible Power and infinite Wiſdom animate, 


A IS. * fir wy in the valt 


4 I if 
„ 


ay : * 
"70 
W 
* 
| — 5 8 N 
* 24:20 $164 bf * ths. _— 7. n 
. WW N bad 7 © 8 
eee : 1 o V. ; ö , 
. 3 . , ; I * n 
* —ͤůb“m ——— — » ——— tpn — —— 2 — PPP — —— . 2 1 e t 
> v mr "ry = * N = A Nene FT”: —* þ oa ge 7 0 * - 1 . rr 5 1 * 
8 ——... , 2 CE FIN ME AN IMG I Sy . N þ IRE 
x LG. 8 , .X - 2 r 1 5 


K N 9 * I ; ? \ ; „ * F 
mn —— — —— — Dr . : —— wo 


n 


8 


2 


e 


Ihe Epicureans imagin'd that God did not govern the 


* had very mean and lo 7 ovghts of the 


[+  rencevery abſurd; for there's no compariſon betu ht 
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ſtrictly 
| foperrat nd 
under this Head I rank ſuch Mighty Acts as theſe, vis. 
be Deiiperance of the Children of I/rael at the Red 


1 r 
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Pake Septernb. 2 Wo: 


and to miirrow i caft into the Oven; yea, to the 
irs of our Head, which are all number, tho they 
are inconfiderableeven to a Proverb. Now if it was 


gd aconſiſtent With the Wiſdom and other Perfect ions 
bol the Divine Nature to form all Creatures, I cannot ſec 
bo it ſhould refle@the leaſt Diſhonaur on God's al. 
.tributes to govern what he has made. $6 that the 
Mighty Ae ot common Providence in God's governing | 
the World and i its various Inhabitants, whether in He. 
ven or Earth, in the Air or in the Sea, deſerve {ous 
Rellection and conftant Notice. And Iconſefs1 fen 
ſeeupon what reaſon a man ſhould ſo much as deſt to 
continue in this World, w ho does not believe it to be under 
the Gepernment of a wiſe and powerful Being: for if 
there is no Frovidedge, and all things come by . 
we cannot be ſecure ſor a moment. Which- brings to,. 


my thoughts an Expreſſion of Marcus Antoninus the 


wa Providence? 


2. Some of 


L-Poy 4 and are evident to Senſe. And 


2 at 1 time the Waters did not only divide, but 


heap, and were as a Wall on the Right hand 

85 on rthe Let? ſo that they walked thro the Sea upon 1 
dk ground. This Event can ſurely be reſoly*d into 
nothing ſhort of a ſupernatral Power, if we conſider ER | 
bat an infinite number of fluid Particles were pil'd up. -» JIN 
_ ind reſtrain d, till the People God deſign'd to fave had 1 ir 
Pad over the Sea; Under this Head 1 might alſo re. tl 


| = the miraculous Pl that were brought on the 
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| Philoſopher; Who,Hays he, world live in 4 Worls « un. % 1 
inhabited by this God * * 

me Mighty As of God's Provide arc Wh 
ug; I mean ſuch as are produc'd * a 
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had Light io their Dwellings. 


o Thank Eng Sm 


the Duſt of the Ground into Lice ; the g croſs mw palps: 
ble Darkneſs that continu'd for three da . 2 the Land 
of Egypt, when at the ſame time the Eli (dren of e! 


Again, I 2 mention that Series of Miracles with 


Which the I/atlites were attended infthe Wi [derneſs, 


| How amazing was it that Moſes ſhould ſplit a Rock by. 
the gentle ſtroke of a Wand, and that rg ould im. 
 mediately guſh out Water enough to quenci the Thirſt 


of fiveor ſix hundred thouſand men; and that this agree. 
1 ahle Stream ſhould continue to follow dem *hro the 
_ Wilderneſs ! Net to mention the Showers of Quails, the | 


raining of Manna, and the miraculous Preſervation of 
the latter by the ſide of the Ark from Ape to Age, to- 


Deus 29. gether with what Moſes remarks, That im the ſpace of 


nr Years-in the Wilderfieſs neither their Clothes b 


4 | Shoos were decay dd. 


Again, the going back of the Sun in Heethial's time 


- was a miraculous Operation of the L Hiri power; 23 
Paas alſo the Sun's ftanding ſtill upgn 'Etheon, and the 
_ Mooninthe Valley of Ajalor, in the U 
until the People had aveng d themſelves Ipo their Ene- 


e of "MY 


mies. The Inftance of Shadrach, Miſbech, and bed. 


ngo, is to berefer'd to this Head. Theſe threc Jeus 
reſus'd to pay Divine Honour to an Idol, Which fo in- 
Sens d a proud and arbitrary Monarch, that he doom d 


em tobe burnt alive; and in order to make the quicker | 


38275 N of 'em, commands that the Furnaee into which | 


they were to be caſt, ſhauld be heated ſeven times hot · 
ter than it ordinarily Was, and theſe men were to be 
Hound hand and. foot, with their uſual\ Habit about 
em, and throwninto. the midſt of the fiery Furnace,” 


the Heat of which was ſo violent (as the Sicred Text 
informs us) that it-flew.their delign'd — 


merger. , 


um 7‚— En 


. . . eB ER, EIT 


9 


\ ee r . 224 ⅛ ͤ bole eee Wr E929 „1 eee 


peach Septemb. 7. 1704: 
but the Force of it was ſo abated to them by a miracu- 
- 1ous diſplay of Goodneſs and Power, that it only loos'd = 
their Bonds, and ſet em at liberty to walk in the fiery 
Oven, The Miracle having convinc'd that idolatrous 
Prince of the Being of the True God and of the Docteine 
ol Divine Providence, he calls em forth; Aud ide Priv- 
.. Cor and Captains, and the King's Counſelors 
| being 2 77 together, ſaw theſe Men, upon whoſe Bodies © 
" the Fire had no power, nor was 4 Har of their Bead © 
| ſing a, neither were their Coats changed, nor the Smell "8 
| Fire had paſſed on them, The amazing 


' Deliverance 
| of Daniel, when thrown into a Den of fierce and hun- 
_ ery Lions, -Ought to be number?d among thoſe Mighty 
44: of Providence that are ſtrictly miraculous. 
Jo theſe might be added the numerous Miracles of 7 

our Bleſſed. Saviour and his Apoſtles, for the”Eftabliſh- © 7 
ment and Confirmation of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Z. There apes me Mighty, Alis of Providence that 
| are {pecia ase 
Ss 1i:2culogs; nof@re-they to be number'd amongſt tho 

| Works ohh eence that are common. And what 
Age or Pldes Has not been favour'd with many of theſe? 
And were the Cafe to be put to particular Perſons, I 
\ 38 but. that ſeveral in this Aſſembly would ac. 
knowle 
Ai of ſpecial Providence, And if private Perſons 
cod be prevail'd wich to record the fignal Fayours _. 


. 
: 


ar! eee the ſequent Reviews , = 
e ſuch a Memorial would furniſh them with abuadance © 
+0! Pleafurgy as well as adminiſter Support under new — | 


aud unexpected Troubles. The'Pfalmiſt, tho in ſuch ß 


ep Sorrow that he refus'd to be comforted, and under 
uct Agonies of Conſcience that he could neither ſleep _ 
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extraordinary, but yet are not my A | i 


gf rey have been often deliver'd by Mighty 


which they and their Friends have receiv'd frotn te 


A Thank/ giving Sermon 
, 4. * 5 : 3 


nor ſpeak, and began 10 queſtion whether*the Niere, 
and Faithfulneſs of God would not fail for ever; het 


7. 


9 


in all this diſtreſs betakes himſelf to the Practice I have 
Wh. juſt now recommended: Imi remember the Tears f 1% 
et 77.10, Right. Hand of the Moſt Higb. I will remember, 0: re. 
Fillk 7 7” cord, a the word ſignifies, he Works of the Lord Sar. 
Fill © + I. wil member thy Wonders of old. I will redu- 
ef all thy Works, and talk of thy Doi, nd this | 
Wes not without good Succeſs; for in tne very next | 
Lf Yer. 13- Verſe he cries out, Who is ſo great «a God x © God! | 
He en now put in his Claim, who but juſt before was | 
1  - _doubtingand deſpairing of the Favour and Faithſulneſs 
of God. But the ſpecial Providences I ſhall principal 
xecite, are of a more extenſive and pyblick Concern; | 
and under this Head Prank ch Mighty Acts as 


5 . 


118 4 The Deliverance of the Jewiſh NagjouFrom the Maſ- 
iſ © facredelignd by Haman, which Ha e a, Chin of | 


3 


ſrprixing Circumſtances, as plainlyenough ſhow that | 
[iſ it was brought about by a ſpecial Direction of God. | 
"is I ) he like may be faid concerning the Advancement cf | 
ye __  Tofeph, whonotwithſtanding the Envy of his Brethren, 
the Malice of his Miſtreſs, and the — 11 and Diſ- | 

grace that attended his unjuſt Impriſonment, Was rais'd | 
to the higheſt Dignity, of a Subject, being ſecond in 
=o 2:4. 4 
+ Again, That David ſhould be taken from the Sheep- | 
Wl pate. folds, and rais'd to a Throne; That from following the 
%% Ens great with Toung, God (bould bring him to fed Ja- | 
cob his People and Iſrael his Inheritance; That a Man o } 
ſo obſcure a Character, and of ſo mean an Imploy, 11 
ſhould marry a Princeſs of the Blood, and ora. 
come the moſt amazing Difficulties, and conſtantiy c. 
cape the hands of his Father-in-Law who ae 


ee 33444 eee 
eee een . 17045 1 
mould fall-a Victim to his Rage, can ſurely be afcrib's © 
- to nothing but the ſpecial Favour of Heaven, And as N 
remarkable were the Providences that attended this Prince © 
aſter his Acceſſion to the Throne; he became as famous 
in the Field as he was in the Temple: All which he a. 
cribes tq the ſpecial Kindneſs of Heaven; for fays he, © 
God teacheth my Flanas to war, ſo that 4 Bon reel is Plal, 12. 
braten by e A»ms, Thou haſt alſo given me the ſpieid of 
' thy Su * 5 andthy Right Hand hath holden mi up . 
iu thy Jentleneſi hath made me great; thou haſt enlarg'd 
VVV 
[a'd mine Enemies, and overtaken them : neither did i zurn 


«0. 
F * 


I might alſo. inſtance in God's raiſing up of Cyrus, 

whoſe Preſergaeion, if circumſtanc'd as“ Juſtin reports 
| Was as extraoedinary as his Atchieve- ents: For tho he 
was expos d gs ſoon as born to the Mercy of wild Beaſts, 
| the ProvidenggofGod ſo order'd it, that a Brute Ani- 
ma oaveNoeWiſhinent to the helpleſs, Infant, and de- 

ended hig ei the Beaſts and the Birds. The poor 
Shepherd 
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had been employ'd in this barbarous 
| work of Poing the Infant, had his pity excited bythe 
Tenderneſs of a Brute, and immediately takes up the 
Child and carries jt to his Cottage, where it was bred 
up; Divige Providence guarding him, till from a poor 
Shepherd Bby, he became the Prince of a mighty Em- 
bre: and aſter ſeveral Victories, and the dethroning 
of his Grandfather Aſyaget, who order'd him tobe ſent 
out of the-aWorld' as ſoon as he came into it, leſt he 
thould rival hiem in his Throne: I ſay, after all this 
(is was, foretold b/ a Spirit of Prophecy above 200 
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"Sword, out of weakneſs were made ffrong, max d v2 


* 


dhe, and turn d to flight the Armies of the Ai, 
not be unſutable briefly to recite ſome 
Ac of ſpecial Providence which God has Wrought 1 
this Nation; not to look ſo ſar bachzas the De. 
(eat of the Spaniſh Armada, that was boaſted pf a; i: 
vincible, and the amazitig Diſcovery” of, the Powder. | 


Plot: but to inſtance in ſome things wattuo'the memory | 


* of moſt of us, as the Happy Revolution he Ihuſtrieus 
© Prince of Orange, who Was alterwardsfiſerved!: id. | 
voagc'd to the Throne of theſe. Realms; who cnc | 
prix d our Deliverance at a deſperate Jußeture, and + 7 
(compliſh'd it in ſo ſhort a time, that we Were /;i- 600 
ll that dream. The good News of bur Happineſs 12s 
1 ME ſudden and ſurprizing, that we believ*d-not bY Ps 


Mi 


_ *rwas ſaid of the Diſciples' of our Lord, when they | 
were told that he was riſen from the dead. Mattershad "1 
been brought to that extremity; that We had nothing 
in view, humanly ſpeakiag, ſrom Which we could ex- 
pect any Relief: Our Lives were in imminent anger, 
ll and our Liberties aQtually invaded; Our Schools dM 
Learning likely to be turn'd into Popiſh Seminarics, and 
it; /' © our Places of publick Worſhip into Idolatrous Temples: | 
mas word, all that was dear 40 us lay. at the 1 


7 1 3 2 


; ae” 6 


of Arbitrary Power. At which difficult Criſis it pleas'd 
God to p z the Undertakings of that excellent 
Prince, buß i now nam' d, and to give us by him an 
aſtoniſhing Deliverance, an 2 Salvation; which 
was rot bought with a mighty effuſion of Blood, but 
cam to us ſo cheap, that t Was never put to the hazard 
of a ..lel, And can any Engliſb Man and{Þroteftant 
lock back upon this, without the higheſt Gratitude and 
the moſt eqalred Praiſfe? . | 
Again, we may very well eſteem the Reduction of 
' Ireland as one of the Mighty Acts of God's ſpecial Pro» 
vidence ; particularly the Succeſs of our Arms at e 
Boy, at A. junQture the moſt ſeaſonable. Seaſonable 
1 ſay, aug it was neceſſary to give new Spirit at 
bome, anch e en ee of our Enemies | 
a abroadz, whohad juſt then gain'd ſome advantage over 
our Navy««Sgaſonable, becauſe the Fate of the whole 
- Proteſtant Ifitgteſt ſeem'd to depend on that hazardous / | 
|  Battel ; a r inzt will be famous in Hiſtory, in re- 
gard of e iculties that our Hero ſurmounted, and 
b the Glory that . Won. . 1 3 8 
Again e Ggnal was the Hand of Divine Provi- 


dence in ing @lbrious Victory which the Engl obtain'd = 
over the|Fremeh "Navy at Las Hague; when God who 


- - from what Corner of the Heavens he pleaſeth, made I 
| + uſe of dein id chain up the French Fleet till ours were 
prepar'd to attack them; which was follow?d with ſu cf 
© Succeſs, that the French were utterly defeated,” and tjũge 
| , greateſt part of their Capital Ships deſtroy'd | 33 | 
|» And what ſhall we ſay of King William's taking of 
Nimus in the view of a great and numerous Army? | 
Was it not an argument that God "fought for us. 
| ad hadgirded'our Prince with Strength unto. Batten! 
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Moreover, the conſtant Preſervation of the late King 


William of glorious Memory, ought to be reckomd 
among the Mighty Act, of God's ſpeetal” Providence to 


theſe Kingdoms. How eminently -did the Lord of 


_ Hoſts cover the Head of that Great Prince in the 
Day of Battel abroad, and guard his Life from the 
.. murdering Hands of bloody Aſfaffines at home! That 
 _ Princefeem'd to be horn for the common Benefit of 

Mankind, as he was moſt remarkably*theFDarlins of 
Divine Providence, A Prince that might juſlly be 
. -calFd the Father of his People; for he had nothing 

* moreat heart than their Welfare, of which the words 
_ . he utter'd with his dying Breath are a proof; 7s here, 
aid he, any morethat | can do for my Pee? Unier. | 
ſtanding by the return that was made Hirh there was 
gncot, he, like David, after he had ſerv his gin Gene- 
„ ration by the will of Goa, fell 4 5 Serv is Genera- 
tion, I ſay, by frequently hazarding his 
and at the expence of a vaſt Sum out of 
Fet ſuch is the Ingratitude of ſome g e I 
Benefits of his mild Reign, that they treat his Memory 1 
With an intolerable degree of Rudenes les 
| aſcended above the blaſts of Euvy, zud the Name of | 
"WILLIAM the Third ſhall ſhing'm the*Records of } 
Fame, when theirs who have endeavour'd to ſtain it [hall | 
-rotinetrnalOblivion, Fs „ 


g finvaluablc Life, | 
own Eſtate. 


Again, the Preſervation of her preſtnt Majeſty thro | 


ſo many Difficulties and Temptations to the peaccable 
I  Poffeffion of the Crown of theſe Realms, well deſcrves | 
4 to be number'd among the Miz bry A of Divine Pro- 
vidence: Not all the Inſinuations of the Romiſh Cicr- , 

gy, nor the Authority of the King her Father, having | 


en able to byaſs her (when ſhe mov'd in a lower 


{cience. 


ko"enjoy'd the 


 Preachd Septemb. >. 1704. 


(cience And fince her Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to 


the Throne, Divine Providence has guarded her Royal 
Perſon, and caus'd'a Current of Succeſs to attend her 


Arms. Tis under her wiſe Adminiſtration that we 


'- 0 


- 


. dence. X" 
| ſtances the⸗ 


cur pratting of God for che Mighty AZs of his Provi» 


ws that we ſtriftly obſerve in what In- 
wits Attributes are diſplay'd in favour of 


our ſclves gets. . Many among us are ſo unobſer- 


. vant, thatthgwmoſt remarkable Occurrences in the Di- 


vine Goverment eſcape: their notice: and if at ary 


time the Rrangegeſs of an Event invites their Curioſity 


to look into it, they ſeldom have regard to the firſt, but 
wholly gecount fot it from ſecond Cauſes ; forgeeting 55 


that Goch keeps the Direction and Government of a 


Qauſes ih his own hand, and that all the Springs of  _ 1 


. 


n pray by him as he pleaſeth. And what= 
er ſon ſay to excuſe this Neglect and Stupidity, - 
dis too evident to be deny'd, that it ſprings from Infi- © 


ever ſome may. 


| delity and Irreligian. For thoſe that are regardleſs of 
the Divine Attributes when diſplay'd in favor of the 


Righteous, and in terror to the Wicked, do by their : 
Contempt and Careleſneſs render themſelves very crimi- 


; f * 


nal. And I find that the Royal Pfalmiſt pronounces 
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ing Sermon 
the terrible doom of ſuch: Becauſe ſays he, he, „.. 
ard not the Works of the Lord nor the Operation 9 
| Tis Hamas, he ſhall de roy them, and not build ther; Up, 4 
2. The Praiſing of God for the Mighty Acts of his 
Providence, ſuppoſes that we have a die value for the 
Benefits e receive, and a high eſteem of the Bene. 
factor that beſtows em. While any thro Tgt orance, 
or bythe influence of Atheiſm, are unacquaſhted with 
tte ſpecial Favours of Providence, nd W if they 
Continue under the guilt of an ungratefuf Hence. or 
2s Love ſuppoſes the Knowledg of the Object, o 
„ does Thankfulneſs the ſenſe of an N And 
ny -+ where there is a juſt Reflection on the Worth rf 
our Mercies, it will effectually engage out Hearts and | 
move our Tongues in the Work df Praiſe. Now in 
order to value aright the FayOurs of Providence, we 


4 7 


muſt affect our Minds with # lively ene öf our pro- 
voking Sins; and the clearer view we have of the latter, | 
i the higher eſteem we ſhall have of the formgt,.. And 5 - | 
bt 2 Reflection on our Sins with their yariougAPFravations! I 
Will increaſe our Regard to the Bleſſings ovidence, 
ſo the Conſideration of the excellent Naturę and indcaring 
C.ircumſtances of the Divine Fa vo cbnfer'd upon us, 
would wonderfully excite our Gratitude, Who that 
reflects on the infinite Extent of the Divine Indplgence, 
[18 the multitude of God's tender Merties, the happy $cz- 
[If Atowing them, their Agreeablenels to eur Neceſſitys, 
[Il © rogether with the diſiatereſted Bounty aud fgentrous 
Freedom with which they are-diſpensd, but mult ct 
an extraordinary Value on the Favours of God; and 
the rather, when they conſider how much they ought 
to eſteem their great Benefactor for the Perſections of 
his Nature? Amongſt Men we value a Sine we den ö 


\  Vulence, »D 


the Giver; + ſoaccording to the ſtrength and fervor of 
our Love 40 804, ſhall we rate thoſe Mighty Acts of ſpe. 
| cial Providence wWrought in our favor. When the Pfal- 
© miſt had taken a view of God's marvellous Works, he 1 
F cries out in extaſy and rapture, How precious alſo are thy Pla. 199 | 
Thy auto me, O God! and how great is the: Sum „ 1 
NI 8 count them, they are more” n number 
SN And elſewhere in the Book of Palms 
we - ip obi rve, that the Gratitude of the Pſalmiſt did 
Bao in propamtzon to the vigorous flame of his Love to 
God. Iwill love thee, O Lord my Strength. Twill vga, r8.r, 


call upon th Lora, who is worthy to 5 prais d T he Lord + 5 „ | 
_ liveth, au fell 7d Jed fo. 2 Roch; and let the God of my * „ 1 


Salvatigh Mfoalte ie © God that avengeth me, and 
ſabduer i the People 2 me. He delivereth me n 5 

mine Entmigs;: Ted thou Tifteſt me up above thoſe that riſe'\ 
up 174inſÞ n Thou haff deliver d me from the man 7 
Here will F give thanks anto thee, O Lord, 
\ among ther ke alben; Aud ( 5 Praiſes anto thy Name. 4 

13 "cdl Gag of God for the Mighty Alis of his 
ppoſes that we have them impreſs'd n 
5 | and lod d in our Memories; without which 
ue e ſhall be but Hint in our Acknowledgments, and 

| cool in ot offering the Sacrifice of Praiſe, And tis re- 
K & that the Pfalmiſt, who was one of the 
| brighteſbExarqples of: Oratitude, did his utmoſt to im- 
print Gochs ſpecial Favors on his n $i eme or, 5 


P naſe * Work o F'Y uy "repay 10 {NY 5 
excellent Perfon Wow?! ow profes 7 Parting Aa 
excite us to the Work'of Praiſe: = My mouth hall praiſe 
thee with. Joyful Lips ; ; when 1 remember ies upon my 
Bed, and meditate on thee in the Night-watches, © "And the | 
being jealous of his own * * bs _ | 


ak" 4 4 Thankſgiving Sermon 1 
p. 103.2. this ſolemn Charge; Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, 2 


theres hardly any thing in the world ſooner, forgot by 
un In our 


of God are very deeply engrav'd ; 


' +, Auchretainof 'em is boch livglgand laſting... /- 


Ihe Mighty Acts of ſpeciaÞProvidencethat God hath 


beſtowꝰ'd upon us as a Nation, for their. gumber are o 
many, they can't be recounted; for thew Quality ſo cx. 

cellent, they can't be expreſs'd ; ſo that a manWiult close 
his Eyes not to ſee em, and be as inſenſibi a Rock, 


if he does not make ſome grateful Returns. TY 
4. The praiſing of God for the Mighty 1 of his | 
Providence, imports our having ſuch a Warm Teaſe of! | 
his Mercies, as may engagg us ta make the moſt lemm 
and open Acknowledgments for them Some indeed } 
are ſo little affected with the Favours of Providence, that 


fl they recelve dem as the diſcharge of a Debt, rather then 


With a ſenſe of being under any Obligation to the Giver. | 
Wo inthings of a ſower concern, that man is mark'd | 
for his Tngratitude that. receives a conſiderable Kind- 
neſs witha cold Indifterency ; But what words can it | 

forth the vile Ingratitude of - thoſe that receive the 


ſpecial Favors of Divine Providence without a} | 


Tx # 46h 4 (ok Ct — „ 


a; Preach'd Septemb. 7. [LY | | 
I inward ſenſe of Joy or outward expreſſion of Thank- | i 


ſulneſs? | 
T There 15 no ref Pur dicchar 7 of the Duty of Praiſe, TR. | 
159 without a cordial eception of the Divine Benefits, and '44 
2 grateful Acknowledgment to the kind Benefactor. 3 s | 
And whetiever our Hearts are warm'd Wirk a ſenſe of 
Divine Boye, our Tongues will ſing aloud of God's © 
© Goodnels. : Agteeabſe to this was the practice of the 


Pſalmiſt: I Me not hid thy Righteouſneſs in my Heart, I 2 40.107 
| bave declar'd thy Faithfalneſs and thy Salvation, I have 
| mot concral'd d thy Loving-kinaneſs and thy Trath from the 
great Congfegation. To whatever other ſenſe theſe 
words ma be accommodated with reſpect to the MH 
to whom they are applied by the 1 ber to the Hebrews, 
Inow canfidef them as they report the gr rateſul Practice as A 
of the Pfalqgiſt. Again elſewhere ſays he, I will ſing of Pt. L fs. wn 
the Mercies of - God for eder, with my mouth will I make F || 
born his Falthjatineſs to al Generations. I will publiſh || 
| with the be Thankſgiving, und tell of all his wondrow *  \\ 
Works, can utter the ' Mighty Act. of n + i 
fo can (Worth all bis „ rr 
Baß to our verbal Acknowledgments we mut . 
yon the rcgulat Conduct of our Lives, and the prudent 
Diſtributn of our Alms. Let ws break off our Sins by 
| Righteardyeſs, and our Tniquities by ſhowing mere to the 
Fer, 15 ſa be it n be a lengthening of our Tranquility, 
The moſt agreeable. Hymns will be but grating Di. 
cords, unleſs they are follow'd with Acts of C wor | * : 
The Calves of- Our Tips will be infighificant with-" 
gut the Sacrifice of our Alms, which when offer d 
b wa 2 right Principle and to a* due Bad, 4 an O. py 4 1. 


dur of 4 ſweet Soul, 17 . 4 9 * mh bo 
n to God, 


W 


3 


* 7 ere ney ry 


CE "26 A Thankſgiving Sermin” 
1 'Tis obſervable, that when Abraham. retutn'd from 
| the ſlaughter of the Kings, and Melehyſedeck refreſlyd 
his weary Troops with Bread and Wine, the cn. 
quering Patciarch gave the Tenth of the Spoils he hag 
taken in War to the Prieſt of the moſt High God. And 
Whether it was from this Inſtance, or anß other of the 
luke nature, I will not determine, that the Gentile Na. 
tions fell into a Practice not unlike it. Tis del 
known, that among the Heathens, ber have 
had ſucceſsful Campagns, they devoted the firt ang 
beſt of the Spoil to the Service of his Temple, by 
- whoſe favorable Influence they ſuppos'd*the Victory 
Was obtain'd. And among the Jews, beſides the Obl. 
32 8 were under to devote the Tenth of their 
Eſtates to the Service God, there was ſomething the 
were oblig' d to part with out of the Spoils they too 
„War. Now, if the Jews wene not go ff ar before the | 
Lu empty, but erer) mag üs to givegs he was able, | 
V according as the Lord bad bleſs'd him Sow much 
_ ſtronger is the Obligation upon us who te ca5'd in a 
great meaſure of that Charge, to which the*Ceremoni:l | 
41! 18 part of the Jewiſh Religion conſtantly oblig'd its vo. 
[jt taries? Upon days of Faſting we are requir'd 7 d 
our Bread to the Hangry, much more on days of Thank. 
J giving, Tis remarkable, that when the Jews*cclebra- | 
; _ - . "teda Day of Thankſgiving for their Deliverance from 
the malicious and miſchievous Deligns ef Hamam, 'twas | 
got only a Day of Feaſting and Ich, but of fend, Pu. 
|! 3 lian to one another, and of Gifts tothe. Poor; And what 
ttime can be more ſeaſonable than this Good Day, this 
Day of ſolema Triumph, to diſpenſe tour liberal Alms? 4 
Io cloſe this Head, let us remember that our Praiſes | 
mult beoffer'd to Almighty God with Affection ard | 
Fervor, with Sincerity and Delight, in Faith, ard | 
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Preachd Septemb. 7. 1704. 1. 
in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But I haſten, 


Thirdly, To i peak to the great Obligations we are 
under to praiſe God for the Mighty Acts of his ſpecial 
Providence, wrought in favor of his People. And, 

1. Our Obligation to praiſe God for his ſpecial Favors 
is founded on natural Equity. Praiſe as well as Prayer 
 isaBranch Natural Religion, I wil, ſays the Pal 
miſt, pra, the Name of God with « Song and will mags Pi. Fn. | 
Wh him 22 hankſe i 775 ; this alſo ſhall pleaſe the Lord 3. 
better than an Ox or 4 Bullock that hath Horns and Hoofs, 
ln which words Praiſe is prefer'd to Sacrifices, the moſt 
ſolemn part of God's poſitive Wor ſhip among the ſews: 
and hehee e collect that God was better pleas'd witn 
the heafty Praiſes of his People than with the Victims 
w alen his Altar. Fraiſsisa juſt Tribute that we 

en: Can any thing in tlie world be more Z# 
egunabt e than that he that is the Author of our Victo- 7 

rics ſhould be” the Object of our Praiſes ? There is a. 

_ moral ation upon men to give to each other” 1 

what is A Nender, ſays the Apoſtle, 70 all their dues; Rom. 13. 

 Tribate go whom 1 Tribute © due, Cuſtom to whom Cj m, Be 

| Fear towhom: Fedr, Honour to whom Honour. And tis 

 uponithis natural Principle of Juſtice that open and ſo- 1 

e lodgyens for ſpecial Benefits, are Gods . 

y Jul Due, and our indiſpenſable Duty, Give anto the pf 26. 

Lord theGlory dur unto his Name. But alas, how com. 
mon is it td roh God af” the eaſy and juſt Tribute of © 

his Praiſe eſpecially when Armies have been fel If 

Wich Victories, they ars apt to ſacriſſoe to their own Net, © 

and burn Incenſe to their own Drag; they give the G ory +» +7, 0 

olf rheip Succeſſes to their own Proweſs.and Conduct. 

Moſes having a jealouſy of the 1/7 aelites, cautions em _- 

Win un n *: Beware that thou forget . „ 


= 


— * 
* 
—— — 


— W goers — — : - * > 
— 3 4 1 * —— wy a = 
* — ae \ - — 
. N 1 - 2 . * : I — . de ie = — - — 
* * ** * 2 4 "an K W p 8 * 4 0 — gt 3 = * * = a Me 
5 . — — 2327 . ' x 22 a — 
— , — —— * * — , — dan ating: cont — 3 
5 — ; "I — py 222 - - 8 . - —_—_— 
. N - 2 n wo > * , 4-4 2 n — — ——— — rg - — Lo - 
; . - — - l . = — nm" - p — — 5 . — 
n 5 pr 1 1 ” . —— — Tg, — — —— —— — — — g 2 . ET — — — — 5 
g * YT —— © 3 1K UP po” os w — 6" 
We : — — — — wy 2 r ; -— * 
* * 90 8 __ — 12 — r — a4 2 „ 8 5 
— — £1 ahi 4 | ave” + 5 o — — 4 , 
— r — —_— _ a — : * n wo > 15 ; 
= a —— 2 — Mo 8 _ E 1 0 * — * m_ — 7 2 — | 
4 ; - > * * "Ba * I 7 ul ** , F * . : - s => 1 TY 
An; Go * * 2 3 — A 7 NN. C - * pu 6 * 4 þ, - : — 8 o : 
— — 2 If . — 9 * 4 on : : ; 9 . ? TC ; i hee ba ; - l 2 - Da * 
e r g 4 * * A 4 0 p — . * 1 - = * 4 *. J . ; * 8 + 
$0 bo EET I Y 4 p 4 * . 4 . 8 ; 3 PI 48 34 : RE 5 . g 2. . 2 . : _ : 
. 2 q by . 5 8 e . 2 , * 9 
' 5 2 v » * » ” * : = 
- : . } þ f 0 * 1 
: * A > = 2 . «2 a - N 1 
« r « . . * 
5 p F ; - : 


— S. OST 
K — * J 
— STC. s 
ws 

a — — 8 — — - 

TI ns * OS 

at r l 

2 es _ FH <7 q r 1 


* 


| * s 
—— * 
| 


p — 
— a 
— TIT Crow 
RT. * 


. 
1 
7 We 
. * * 
bY Wow ps ——ů— 


$ : * 8 5 P ; 
a 1 n ; 
4 ve 1 * 4 2k ES — — — — 5 rr 
„ —— — the . 92 . ; : ig 
6 . . * * fret army —— . art, 4 a 5 e 1 . 


A Thankſgiving Sermon 


obs Lord thy God— , ſy in thy Mints Poo 


and the Might of my Hand hath gotten me this Wealth, 


The wiſe Man hasſong fince remarkd, That the Base 
is not to the Swift, nor the Battel to the Strong, Ari | 
__ Mays thePlalmiſt, I will not truſt to my Bow, neither [Dal © 8 
mm Sword fave me, The Horſe is prepar'd-againſt the da, 
, Battel, but Victory is of the Lord, And elſewhere, 

In. God, ſays he, we boaſt all the day long and praiſe th) 


Name for ever: which words are thawght to be the 


Reſult of David's pious Reflections upon the glorious | 
\. Succeſs of 1/raePs Arms againſt the Canaanites ; where 
he traces all back to the firſt Cauſe, and accordingly | 
gives the Glory of that Victory, not to Moſes er Joſbui, | 
but to the Lord of Hoſts. And unleſs we prattiſe . 
greeably to this, we flight the Kindneſs of Heaven a 
VvViolate the Law of” Nature. ?Tis impollifle to be 
ungrateful without being ugzuſt; eſpecially When the 


Favors that God beſtows gte a ſigual Return to the 


Prayers of his People. As We may well seen the lit 4 
glorious Victory, for which we are aflemble 
ad this day. How often have We in this ff 


Wet 


thgsucceſs of her Majeſty's: Arms, together with-choſ 
| offher Allies, and have expoſtulated with. God in the 
words of the Pſalmiſt, Wilt not thou, O God, mi , 
A 46 off; Wil nor Wh, 0 Gee e e, 
Huis? And did we not gn that:ogeationſolemaly pro- 
miſe, if God would hear our Cry, and plead our Cauſc, 


and ſcatter our Enemies, hat we would praiſe m 
with the Voice of Thankfgiving? And 2 
now pay our jolemn Vows to the Almighty, which our Lips 
utter'd and our Mouths have ſpoken — * we were in trou - 
ble? And when tis evident that God has given i. 
rit of Judgment to thoſe that fit in Judgment, and 
Strength to ſuch as turn the Battel from the Gates, And ii 


ſhall we not 


J . * thee. 


» 
«as ,** 
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2 Preath'd Septemb, . 170 4 

» 'rheſethings ſhould be forgotten, we ſhall break both a vo- 
luntary as Well as a natural Obligation;and become doubly 
guilty of fo foul an Ingtatitude that no words can de- 
ſcribe. But I hope I ſpeak to ſuch as are ready to ſay 
with the Pfſalmiſt, We love the Lord becauſe he hath heard 


Far unto us; therefore will we call upon him as long as ne. 
live. Bleſſed be God who has not turn'd away our Prayer, 
Bu, 404% RR SE 
2. Our Obligation to praiſe God for the Mighty As 
of his peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Providence, may be 

argu'd from the ſpecial Advantages: that attend the re- 
+ gular Ferfgtmance of this Duty; And they are ſuch 
JJ 2h. OR RTE A 
(1. The faithful Diſcharge of the Duty of Praiſe is.. 
attended Wien g peculiar Pleaſures a Pleaſure truly ra- j 
tional dd ſubliwe, We art indeed aſſur'd, That none: 

_ of God" een are prievtus ; and that the ways of 
Bd Tao re ans of Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths. 
6 Pence's can't b 
wontave ore of difficulty and labour attend 
an othefs; as Repentance, and the Mortifica- 


« Y 


Sip, wich are attended with much Trouble and 


tho temper'd with ſore degrees of Hope and 


I might alſo ififtance in the Duty of Prayer, a Service. 


_ towtul reffeckions on gur Guilt and Folly in ſinning a- 


ve fix our Eyes on his aſtoniſhing Goodneſs diſplay'd in 
| Varibus Inſtances on our behalf, which muſt needs afford 
ba very agreeable Proſpect, and 


Fleaſure, „ 


Prayer | | 


the voice of our Supplications, becauſe he hath inclin'd his 


eau he denied, but that fome Duties | 


in which,good meg delight; yet Confeſſion, which is a 
bert of Prayer, cannot be manag'd aright without ſor.. 


| inſt God, But when we engage ia the work of Praiſe, 


occaſion a Tublimated 


e 


19280 : | 
* e 6 
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A Thani giving Sermon 
prayer is moſt ſuted to the State of the AMiQed, but 
Praiſe to the Condition of the Chearful, as the Apoſtlc 


wan James intimates in theſe words: Is any among you of. = 
 fliffed ? let him pray: Is any merry? let him ſing Pſalms, © 


of aul aſſures us from his own Experience: Praiſe he 
vr 135.3 Lord, = he, for the Lord is good : Sing Praiſes to hi 


147. . Je the Lord, for it is good to ſing Praiſes i o our God: for 
=. ua pleaſant, and Praiſe is comely, Praiſe is the OBpring 
of Divine Love, than which nothing can produce 4 
higher Pleaſure and Joy in the Mind; ve is the moſt 

3 55 and eaſy Paſſion, Which being ioffltenc'd and excited 

N 9 the diſtioguiſhingKindneſles, of Heaven, cauſes che 

Saul to overflow With Joy and Gladnels. When the 
| \, KoyalPlalmiſt had pray d for the utter Neſt 
, 4 Enemies of God, lie immediately ſubjoins; f But let 
bs. 6134 the Righteous be glad, let then rejoice been Gag, Hen, br | 
5 them exceeatngh rejoice. Ag unto God, Prager 0 4 

hit Name: Extol him that fileth upon 4 — v9 1 
2 and rejoice before him. And when G of | 


had ſignally preſerv*d the Pfalmiſt, andreſeu'd Lim tum 


the hands of his treacherous Foes, he reviews. Iii Del. 
verance with a peculiar fort of Pleaſure: for (ay he, 
30. 11, Thoy haft turn'd for me my MolWhing. into Dancing" | 
1+ thou haſt pat off my Satkeloth, am girded. me with Glad. 
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ne. To the end Ad my Flory may: g Praiſe to thee, 
Aud not be [i llent: 0 Lara "7 Goa, 1 will Nai thanks uno 
he fer ever. 2 J 
1 Another Advantage that 55 our praiſing 00 
God i is, that it will reſtrain us from the Commiſſion of 4 
„„ and quicken us in the performance of the necelſary 
Duties of our Holy Religion. Chriſtians will be able, 


8 thro che Grace of God, to baffie the moſt violent Temp 
6 5 - tations f 


A pleaſant and deli heful Practice, as the ſweer Plalmiſt * 


Name, or it is pleaſant And in a Pſalm, Praiſe — 1 


of Obedience? 1 hthe 11 . 
theſe words z For thy loving Nindneſi is before mine tes, Pl. 28.3 
aud I hape pala in thy trau, So long as we keep the 
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tations to Sin, while they retain a vigorous ſenſt of the 
Divine Goodneſs on their Souls; for they argue thus 
with themſelves: © Has God by a peculiar and diſtin- 


guiſhing Providence watch'd over and defended us? 
las he ſcatter'd the Proud in the Imaginations of 


their Hearts? Has he encompaſs'd us about with his 
Favor as With a Shield? Has he indulg'd us with the 
_ & Bleſſings of the upper and the nether Spring? Has 


his right Hand and his holy Arm gotten us the Victo- 


ry over our Enemies? And ſhall we dare again to 
break his holy Commandment ? God forbid, How ] -,)ẽ)/ 

can wefdagthis great Wickedneſs, and lin againſt 
* God ? Aga, with regard to the Duties of Re- 


I |ligion, none are ſo likely to perform *em as thoſe whoſe 


Hearts axe inflam'd with the Love of God; there is no 
Motive age powerful to engage us id a ſteddy Courſe * 
fo much the Royal Pſalmiſt intimates in 


+ loving Kinggelsof God in view, it will make us feddy 
aud unmauyable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
And prgportionable to the vigorous ſenſe we have of the 
DivintPFavors;.. will be our Boe honour and pleaſe 
| God, If our Hearts are enlarg'd with a ſenſe of his 
Love, we (hallrunfwitcly in the way of his Precepts. 
|  Thoſementhatarerightly diſpos'd for the work of 
Praiſe, and wh teraz quick ſenſe of their Obligations 
_ to Heaven, will-arguethemfelves: into a conformity to 


the Divine Precepts after this männer: We are un- 


* worthy to breathe in God's Air, or to tread on his 
- Earthyz we are leſs than the leaſt of all his Mercies; 
| "wearebefore him as nothing, yea 4% than nothing 
434 vanity, we are guilty 8 Creatures; We 

_ © have abus his Patience, deſpis'd his Goodneſs, aſ- 

—_ 6. 


by A Thankſgiving Ser _ 
e fronted his Holineſs, dar'd his Power, and provoi:'d 
* him to Anger moſt bitterly by our repeated Abo- 
© minations ; yet hath he loaded us with His Benefits; + 
* the Lines ave fallen to us in pleaſant places, and we have 
| & a goodly Heritage: What ſhall we render to God for af | 
„ by Benefits? We will take the Cup of Salvation, and cal 
upon the Name of the Lord. Nothing can be too much 
„ for us to do or ſuffer for him, who is our Hope 
and Help, our Fortreſs and ſtrong Tower, our kind 
. © and generous Benefactor, our Shield and our excrodeng 
„ great Reward. Now if ſuch an Adpantage a8 
_ this does neceſſarily attend the regular Diſcharge ot the 


Duty of Praiſe, how great is our OWation to per. 


=" Hor it? 
3. Another A 


"Vn IP: Avantage that attends th&work,of Praiſe = 
+ 28, thatir will give the Soul (yeh a view oF-God's 2bſu |} 
lute Perſections and relative GSodneſs,asSwillgreatly bum 
ple it. No Perſon ever ſet ſuch an Example of Humility, | 
as the incarnate Son of God, becauſe nod Perſon had ſo 
comprebenſive a Knowiggg ar che Perfetzions of he 
I Godhead: O how great, bow ſurpriz ing ĩs _ 1 
ing Myſtery! The bleſſed Telus was Holy am bam 
Ves, undefiPdand ſepaxate from Sinners ; he had not ihe 
left Pollution to humble and abaſe him, yea, he “t 
I it no robbery to be equal with God, yet i humbled vin! 
and became obedient even to the Deu f the Croſs. but 
tho pes profeſs to be the Dtiples r tis bleſſed Lord. 
wie ate encompaſsd about Wich warzſold Sins, and het 
Axe ſo vain as to think too highly of our ſelves. Now | 
Soul that is often engag'd ia the work of praiſing Cod, 
gains ſuch a view of Re Divine Excellency, as dice? 
ite own Guilt and Deformity, and ſo keeps1t at the foot 
of God: For the clearer our Conceptions are of the 
Divine Attributes, the deeper ſenſe we {hall get 1 | 


4 4 N hy wr —  —— — 
ne oo A «4% öö—ͤ— — — _— $384 
* 2 er . . * * 0 


n 


r 


22 Septemb, 1 7. ' os. 


owliifffibrance and Weakneſs. This effect it had. upon 
J. Thave heard of thee by the Hearing of the Ear; but * 42.3 
rom mine Eye ſeeth thee: M. herefore I abhor my Up, and 
4 repent in Duſt and Aſhes. Now tis no light favor to 
bat our Humility increas'd, which is not only a bright 
Ornament to the Chriſtian Life, but it is that on which 
| God ſets a high value, and to which he has made great 
Promiſes : The Meek wil be guide. in JO, the Meet pfl. 25 9 
vil he teach his may. Iv 
434. Thoſe that are not backward in praiſic ing God for 05 
I the " Merdies they have receiv'd, are ordinarily favor'd 
with richer Benefits, The juſt Tribute of Praiſe they 
ſend up tg*Heagen, does not return empty. *Tis re- 
markable in Natiite, that the Vapors Which are exhal'd 
by the Sun, agg aſcend. towards Heagen, make way 
for (ruitfulkShoWers : fo the Praifes (as Well as the Prag. \ 
ers) we dire} upwards, draw down for us a liberal 
Supply. II the People praiſe thee, O Goa, let the Prople. boy 56. 
praſe thee ; $hew ſhall the Earth yield her Increaſe, and 
(God tyeis our, God ſhall bleſs wg, Whereas an nngrateful 
Silence Wilk ſtop the Curropt of Divine Favots, and 
ſhut- up Eels of Mercy it felf.. And now- 
who that has the leaſt ſpark of — can want 1 
Diſpolition to engage in a Work To pleaſant and caſy, 
ſo honorable and aqvantageous, that does tend to t 
enlarging the Powergof” otir Minds, and the perfecting 
of our Nature, and happi uy ſecures to us. Jos 
Bielings ? "The: Worſtip of the Jews under the Od ©" 
* Was coſtly. IN, troubleſom ; but what” 
| God requires of us under the New, is the eaſy and 
| cheap Sacrifigeraf Praiſe, the Calves of: our Lips, 
Finally, might argue our Obligations to 1 God 
| from ik nature and excellency of the Duty it fell 
die is 5" to be e before Pray * AS _— me _ 
TIO A more ; 
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more boble and excellent piece of Service. Our Obli. 
gation to pray commenc'd With our Guilt, but Praiſe 
was the proper imploy of Man in Paradiſe, as it {hal 
be hereafter in Heaven. Now that which was the Duty A 
of reaſonable Creatures in Innocency, and remains to he | 
ſo ſince the Fall, and ſhall be their Imployment in Ile. 
ven, ought to have the preference to other parts of 
\ Worſhip. Praiſe is a work common to the Church ij. 
litant and the Church T riumphant. Thoſe that are 
admitted neareſt tothe Throne of God, and have the 

_ brighteſt views of his Glory, are always ingag'd in this 
agreeable Service: The Language of Heaven is }/:/:. 


4 Tis in the work of Praiſe that Werhave near I 


and cloſe Communion with Angels and the Spirito of 
.- juſt men made perfect, as well as with hig who is the | 
Head of all Prine ncipalities and Powers. A 
The united Thankſgivings and Praiſdh <7 a de 
* is as if Heaven was come down upon Earth, | 
or as if we had begun our Heaven here. In a word, | 
as dur Obligations to praiſe God are eternal, ſo the. | 
work of Praiſe, like the Object we adore, ſhall laſt o M 
ever. But what refin'd. Delights will- mix With our 
Songs, when we ſtrike up in 3 with the whole 
Holt of Heaven, we (fall not perſectly know, till ve 
are got out of this World 4* 8 full of Diſcord and | 
| Harred, into the other where there is nothing but Har- 
2 and Love. But n 2 laſt 3 | pro- 


e 
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To . ſome. inne nt forable « to the folemo 
and joyful Occaſion of our preſent meeting. 
Waving ſeveral Tnferences that might be Baur from | 
wit has been diſcours'd, ann mention t two, and | 


_ haRen't to * Cloſe. . Jo | 
* H 
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iff. H we are under ſuch great Obligations as you 
have heard to praiſe God for the mighty Acts of his di: 
ſtinguiſhing Providence, then 'tis reaſonable the ſignal : 
Favours theſe Kingdoms have ſhar*d ſhould be tran. 
- - mitted to Polterity. F 
What Hiſtory can furniſh us with ſuch a ſurprizing 
geries of Bleſſings, as has attended theſe Nations from 
the happy Revolution in 1688, to this very day? None 
ceeither antient or modern, except what we meet with in 
the holy Scriptures. 55 „„ CD 
 Thereforelet us hand down the Knowledg of theſe 
| things from Age to Age, that upon a ſerious review of 
deem, oy our Children may be encourag'd to 
| hope in the Mercy, and truſt in the Arm of the Lord of 


that they] outd ſhew to Poſterity the Praiſes of the Lord, v£.48.4,5 
bis StrengtW*and the wonderful Works he had done. For 6, % 
77 4 Teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed a Lam in 
Iſracl, which he commanded our Fathers that they ſhould 
male them tnown to their Children: That the Generations 
become geht know them eden the Children which ſhould 
be bor pg ſhould ariſe Au declare them to their Children +: 
Jau might {et their bot in God, and not forget the 
| | Works of Gott; out keep his Conftnandm'nts, we 
' _ 2aly, How rcaſonable is it thas we Thould praiſe Got 
with themoſt exalted Vigor, as well for the late mighty 
A, of Ins Providence,, as for thoſe of an antienter 
date! T hope ee ar us have a warm and à lively 
ſenſe of thegrear-Goodneſs:of God tous, in the aſto- 
niſhing Succeſs of her Majeſty's Arms, and thoſe of her 
| Allies, under the Command of the Duke of M/ar/borough., 
ud if our Minds are ſutably affected wich the late glori- 
dus Victory, for which we are aſſembPd to praiſe God, 
_ veſhall not make a faint and languiſhing Acknowledg- 


Hoſts, And for this very end, God gave a Law in 1/rael, 4 
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ment, but enpage all the active Powers of (ue Minds, 
that we may praiſe him according to his excellent Gregg. 
veſs, To promote which end, let me prevail with you 


to conſider the following things. 


1. How little reaſon we had to expect that Divine 
Providence ſhould caſt the Victory on our ſide, When 
our Iniquities were ſo many and aggravated apzin(} 
Heaven, Surely we are a ſinful Peo 75 a Ngtton lady 
with Triquity, 4 ſeed of evil doers, C 


laren that are Cor. 
rupters, The Peace that we have had at home has ten. 


5 der'd us ſtupid, and our Plenty has been abus d by Ex. 1 
ceſſes. 5 


England bas bern the Theatre of God's Judgments 28 
well as the Scene of his Wonders: Whit an amazing 


* was the late Storm ! Yet equally amgzing * 


that the Impreſſion it made ſhould be ſo {a 
and that awful. Warning no better improz 


1 | How d MN 


J "Me lay the Reins on the Neck of their uff, andert. 
tage God with his own Benefits? How have we ſpurn'd 


at the Bowels that ſounded toward 


xds us, and liſted up 
our Heels againſt him who hag often ftrerchdfort! his 


Arm for our Salvation ?,,, Aſtoniſhing Goodnels |, 2 ö 
God ſhould appear for ſo wicked and 


rhankful a beo. 
ple as we are, and malte our Arms Vicberious. Let 


this Conſideration e excite us ith praiſes the Lord * | 
Hoſts. 


1 Wooster the ſeatbnabletel of this le Vitor: 


Our Affairs had a very melanchoſ) M r home, "i 
Spirit of a Party had too muchprevaiFdand divided the 


common Intereſt and Strength ; and abroad almoſt al 1 


lay at the hazard of a Battel. | 
Juncture did Providence interpoſe, and give the V. or 
on our ſide; nothing ſure could have been more oppor” i 
tune: * ' therefore, the P of this Victory 


Now at this critical 


Py *.94 inſfire 
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nſpire us with ſutable fervor, and give a ſprightly accent 
o the Hallelujahs we ſing this day. TT 
3. Conſider the Greatneſs of this Victory: The Frexth 
| themſelves call the Day that it was obtain'd, the fatal, 
fte mortal Day. And if we take the number of the 
ſlain from their own Accounts, *tis extraordinary; pro- 
bably à more entire Victory has not been obtain'd in 
the laſt Ade in any part of Europe. 
Vie know ſome Princes abroad have boaſted of Vido- 
ies they never obtain'd, and have hurry'd their poor 

Slaves to the Temple to ſing Te Deum, when their 
| Armies have been beaten in the Field, 
Ho has a neighboring Monarch brib'd his own Hiſto- 
| rians. to pabliſh partial Accounts, that by hiding Dar 
ger ſcom is Pgople, he might keep up the Vigor of their 


| "Bur the gens Victory we praiſe God for this day 
bb lo feal ag canplear, that we need not fear the Light, 
but ſea ve ohr Enemies go tell the Story; for tis remark- 
able, that zl che Accoùnts that have come ſince the Batte! 
Was {ought ar Weinheim, rather enlarge than leſſen the 
Succzſſes ang the Triumphs of that never to be forgotten 
Day. No che Breatneſs of this Victory is yet more 
ville, if We eonſider that the Flower azad Glory of 
| Fraxce, the beſs giſeiplin'd Troops that Prince had, were 
ingag'd agaigſe ee andatthe head of them ſame of the 
| braveſt Oe a ppear'd in fight, ſuch as ha 
been us'd to lead Gt to Bartel, and to lead on to Victo- 
'y; Troops the French King thought almoſt invincible, 
they having ſo often fetch'd home ViRories thro Fields 
vo! Blond : and not only the French Generals, but the 
| EleCtor of Baparia muſt be acknowledg?d a Man of an 
Enterpizing.and Martial Genius; and one that formerly 
had ſ pread his conquering Banners in the Plains of Ven- 
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may Battels. Moreover, their Number was ſuperior h 


+, Ground : And ſo confident were our Enemies of Succeſs, 


Was either Dain i in the Field, or puſh'd in o/the 2 
LH nube. 
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1 rous, N when one |: Lund of fs. Eu to 5 give way Z 
bad the Prudence and the Preſence of Mind to rally it | 


| more the World has had a f 
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43 greateſt part of em eſcape; but here it was quite other. 
r. 4¹. 2. Wiſe: Our Enemies were given as Duſt 


'4 Thankſriving Sermon 1 
nd, 2nd had been honour'd with Succeſs and Vico in 
ours, and they had very much the advantage of che 
that they took no care to ſecure their Retreat, who erg | 
not us'd to be wanting in that reſpect. But notwirh.. 


ſtanding all theſe things we have obtain d an entire 
Victory, ſo that the greateſt part of the E Wc Army 


Vometines a great Army 1$ debated. + yet the 


ta the Sword of 
our General, and as driven Stubble to hi Bow, Inde:d | 
the Diſpute between the two Armies' was, hot and long, 
hut the greater the Hazard in the Combat elle brighter * | 
the Gloty in the Iſſue. "Tis number?d among the Glorics | 
of the great Captain Hannibal, that he refolvid to beticge | 


v- * Rome, tho he was never able to ad his rg 2 5 the B 


again,” which under God turn'd "the Scale, So that once | 
„ 


0 Bravery, under the Influence and Beſſing of Heaven; 


N H has vanquiſh'd by her Majeſty's 


For tis the Lord's doing, and it  onght to be hand i 


1 


a6 Goabde? what kind of Enemies they v were 2 
Jorces; ſuch as 


are falſe and treacherous, full of Miſchief and all Subtil- 


. 17 whoſe tender Mercies are cruel, a People 2 
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) ſor Slaughter, very expert in the uſe of thoſe Weapons 
that debour Fleſh. God has proſper'd our Arms againſt 

2 prince, whoſe exorbitant Power and boundl&s Am- 
bition have puſh'd him forward to aſpire after a Uni- 
verse Monarchy : One that has ſtoop'd to all the baſe 
© Methods that could be fram'd by Earth or Hell to ac- 
” compliſhbisDeligns. © „„ 
Hl hes he perſecuted and deſtroy'd his own Sub- 
jeſs, and with what Treachery and Baſeneſs has he 
_ ated towards his Neighbours, bidding an open defiance 
to Honour and Religion, breaking all ſolemn Engage- 
ments and Treaties upon the rad profpets he had % 
enlarge his Nominions, and to prepare his way for Uni 
\ Indeed MIELTA Mthe Third of glorious memory 
gave irequent Checks to the Ambition of this Prince; _ 
but Heaven ſeems to have reſerv'd the great Work o fp 
hbumbling his proud Tyrant to his immediate Succeſſi a 
in the Tone, Who his by her vitorious Arms obſcur 97% 
x: oo RR 
oe che Diſtance of the place which was the 
- Scenievf chelate glorious Victor): This happy Circurs — 
© Rance oughtt@engape us to praiſe Gig ien the more 
Warmth and Viger. We have the Advantage of the * 
Victory, wie dig the confuled noue of che War: 
; rior, or ei e coll'd'1n Blood, O Wbar cauſe 
hve weh God, that the War has been kept out of _ 
the Bowels of our Country? Who can relate the Miſeries 
and Deſolations that the fohabirantsof thoſe Places are 
inrolv'd ig, where great Battels are fought, by the Sal- 
iss and Excurſions of different Parties, before Victory is, 
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No Words can deſcribe what horror fills thofe places 
that ats made the Seat of War; where men loſe their | 


"FR 1 ad are in continual hazard of their Lives, 

haus their Houſes plunder'd and then fir d, their Dau. 
ters and Wives raviſh'd in their view, and the diſma!l 
Groans of the Dying always ia their ears. But bleſſed 


treſſes by his indulgent 


8 Enemies. 


4 Papilts, whoſe Reſeatments are deep and 
high, being both excited by Sup; edlen! What can 
we expect leſs than to be binde 

our Religion, and to be depriv'd of our Civil Rights and | 

Properties, than which nothing cagbe dearer * both N 
as Proteſtants and Ey NN” 
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be God, we of this happ Py Nation are kept from ſuch Dif. £ , 
rovidence, 
6. A Victory over the Enemies of our Religion and 


Liberties, is greater in its Conſequences than for a Nation q 
to eſcape a Plague or a Famine: for neither of theſe 


Judgments affect the Religious or the Civil Liber. 


des of a People; the Law has ſtill its free Courſe, 
Courts of Juſtice are open. And 'tis remarkable that 


1 2 Sun. 27 David choſe rather that a Famine or a Peſtilence ſhoud 
13. : 


before hs | 


ere by 
dir Revenge 


be brought on his Kingdom, than toy 1 


What can a Proteſtant N ation exxgtt if 


ind er'd ie Exerciſe of 


liſh men? 


Tis temarkable That when the 7 were fe 


fles by Flaminius the. Roman General, their Joy was 
too hig for their Hearts, and they could” Farce. believe 
be own cats: For when the Cryerprodaim's! their | 
Liberty, they deſird that 
might be repeated again. O ſhall not We Who have our 


"Liberties ſecur d. to us under a happy Conſtitution, be | 


ſenlſible of our Privileges, as likewiſe of the jmportavt | 
Conſequences of the late Victory? A Victory that has 
not onſy ſecur'd and ſav'd the ſinking Empire, and in- 
ſtpir'd wich Vigor the whole Confederacy, but will be 
tous „ Fre and gamer Kay . 


1 if « our Sins 
do 


„ LIBERTY If 
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ds not provoke God to depart from us, and give us the || 
= But ſome may be ready to ſay, that we puſh this 
matter too far, and conclude the Goodneſs of our Cauſe |! 
E fom the Greatneſs of our Succeſs, To fuch we are | 
ready to grant, that Succeſs will not make a Cauſe good, 
il it be not ſo before, But if to defend the Liberties of 
Mankind againſt a mighty Oppreſſor be a good Cauſe, 
ours is ſo Fr to maintain the Title of a Proteſtant Queen 
| tothe Imperial Crown of theſe Realms, together with 
the Succeſſion as by Law eſtabliſh'd in the Proteſtant 
Line, againſt the Deſign of impoſing a ſuppoſititious 
Heir on the Nation, be a good Cauſe, ours is ſo ; and 
. God has wg it from Heaven in the late memorable 
 Vittory we. ate afſcmbled to praiſe him for this day. 
But in the madit or our Praiſes and Triumphs, let us be 
bumble and et not our Succeſſes render us too 
ſinguine ane la a word, let us be careful 


 tharno Fe he Glory of this Thankſgiving || 
Io eongludet Lebus carneſtly chat as God has I 
Woman, ſo her Majeſty may ſcourge his Infolence, and 

_ ky all his Hoggur ia the duk 


Peach Septemb. 7. 1704. 


May Suceeſsattend the Councils, sac Victory the 


as of; may She be the happy laſtrument 
| 0 reftormgapmhonorable and laſting Peace to Europe, 
and may her Piety tranſcend all her Predecefiors : May 
ber Name be great on Earth, and ſhine in the Rolls of 
Fame as long as the Sun and Moon endure ; May the _ 
_ Wiſdom'of God direct Her, the Angels of God encamp {4 
Toundabour'Her.; May ſhe always reignin the Hearts 
ot her SuljeRs, and trample on the Necks of her Ene- 
| mes; and let all the People ſay Amn. 
Lo, WA FENTS:. 
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2tural Frailty of Princes conſider'd ; ia a 

Sermon preach'd the 297% of March. 1702. upon 

tlie fad Occaſion of the Death of the late High and 

Mighty Prince William III. King of Exglans, &c. * 

ſohn Piggott. The Fourth Edition corte Led, 3 
Union and Peace recommended ; ig 

to ſeveral Congregations aſſembledilad ether 4 mM 17. 

1704. By John Piggott. The Sec 5 * corceAted, | 

th ſold by 5 ler at Mercers ! 
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